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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Of a captive eagle, uncaged but tied by the foot to a 
cord of any length, it has been said that in its attempts at 
flight it never achieves a strong lift of its wings, knowing 
it is tied. That is exactly how it is with those who are 
tied to a fixed conclusion,—to an ancient creed, a social 
prejudice, or a ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ Even though they 
try to be honest and to think, in facing fresh truths, and 
new and strange facts, they never make a resolute effort, 
inasmuch as there is always the underlying consciousness 
of being tied. 
le This is our chief difficulty as Spiritualists, in testifying 
to our facts. However convincing the facts may be, we 
et with hesitation, shyness, dislike, a nervous terror. 


nt discusses ‘The Protestant Spirit.’ At its first 
‘it is one of the purifying agencies in the 
ses of the spiritual Guardians of Humanity, 
hich scatters the fogs of blind credulity, and 
y the miasma of intellectual sloth.’ In time, 
tends to scepticism and materialism, and loses 
1 Because the reason, to which Protestantism 
s to penetrate to the region of the spirit; because 
gason, as limited by the physical brain, into 
truth.’ Here is the remedy : as it is to 
mysticism in the Protestant communities 
declension in spirituality,’ so, ‘it is by the 
ie reality and value of the mystic state of 
t the Protestant spirit will cease to be the 


[a Newspaper. ] Prick TWOPENCE. 


But, as an antidote, it cites the Rev. 
Dr. N. D. Hillis, who, with breezy generosity, tells the story 
of women’s splendid progress. He said :— i 


Women, in spite of man’s refusal to give them the rights 
and privileges to which they are entitled, are to-day in one 
hundred and forty-five branches of business, and in instances 
showing more ability than the men. 

In fifty years the women will know more than the men. 
They have more time to read and study, and they are improving 
their time. Eventually they will vote themselves and tell the 
men whom to vote for. There is a lesson of rebuke in this for 
men. 

Eventually all the universities will be co-educational, and 
the women will carry off all the prizes. That's what they are 
afraid of in the colleges which will not allow women. The 
women study while the young men are educating the calves of 
their legs. The women are writing our novels; the best 
portrait painter is a woman; recently a woman took the highest 
possible prize in mathematics. 


‘Reincarnation, or the doctrine of the Soul's successive 
embodiments’ isa substantial work of about a hundred well- 
printed pages wherein the subject indicated is discussed 
Pro and Con by Dr. Peebles, Dr. Helen Densmore and W. 
J. Colville. Dr. Peebles’ contributions are lively beyond 
all telling, and his more sober opponents are utterly unable 
to stop him. You cannot argue with an eagle. 


The Rev. Frederic Gill, in a lately published sermon 
on the trust of childhood, naturally enough glances at the 
contrast too often presented in the world of struggle, with 
all its competitions, temptations and loss of simplicity. He 
finds God and the soul’s true life where Christ found them, 
and says :— 


There is another life besides this one of toil and strife. It 
is the life of the heart, in which not cleverness nor strength 
rules, but where sympathy, trust and love hold sway. It is 
this deeper, inner life, the life of quietness and rest rather than 
the life of work, that gives us the best and greatest things of 
life. Our keenest joys and our heaviest griefs alike find their 
sources here. All the successes of business or politics or study 
are small compared with the joys of this inner life of the heart. 
But how is this life reached! Does our money get it for us? 
or does long, patient, intellectual work open it tous! We see 
at once they do not. There is but one way to reach it: we 
ourselves must be affectionate and confiding if we would know 
these best things in human life. They are possible only to 
simple confidence and love. It is the same in religious things. 
If the central fact of the universe is the love and fatherly care 
of God, then is it necessarily true that only the simple, trustful 
heart can really understand and appreciate that fact. Logic 
and reasoning cannot do it, simply because it is not within the 
realm of reasoning, any more than is human love an affair of 
logic. The eye deals with light, the ear with sound : each is 
useless in the province of the other. So reasoning deals with 
intellectual truth, faith has to do with trust and love. In this 
Sense it is only the heart that can know and feel the love of God. 


SPIRITUAL PRAYERS 
(From many shrines.) 
Welt up our hearts to Thee, the Father of our spirits, 


mae guidance, strength and enlightenment which we 
“need. Help us this day to be mindful of Thee in all our 


"ways. May we take in hand nothing that would be out of 
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harmony with Thy blessed will,—displeasing to Thee and 
destructive to our own souls, Teach us, O Lord our God, 
to use this world without abusing it, and to enjoy the good 
things of it, without suffering thom to engross our affections. 
Let no temptations draw us, nor any tribulations drive us, 
from Thoo: but let all Thy disponsations to us be received 
as messengers of Thy love to our souls; and let all Thy 
dealings with us bring us nearer to Thy blessed Self, and 
make us fitter for Thy heavenly kingdom. Quicken us in 
our dulnoss ; that instead of dishonouring Thee by our 
lifeless and listless services, we may abound in Thy work, 
and be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Make us also 
faithful in all our intercourse with our neighbours. Make 
us ready to do good, and to bear evil; make us just and 
kind, merciful and meek, peaceable and patient, sober and 
temperate, humble and self-denying, inoffensive and exem- 
plary in our conduct; that so glorifying Thee here upon 

, We may at our departure hence be received into the 
joy of our Lord, Amen. 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East (near the National 
Gallery), on 

THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 

waay AN ADDRESS WILL BR GIVEN 
BY 


MR. JAMES ROBERTSON, 


LTD. 


13rn, 


ON 
“SPIRITUALISM, PURE AND UNDEFILED.’ 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the Address will be 
commenced punctually at 7.30, 


EG Hi. 
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MATERIALISATIONS IN LONDON. 


The ‘Daily Express,’ of March 20th, devoted nearly two 
columns to a well written report, by Mr. B. Fletcher Robinson, 
of a materialisation séance held in London by what he calls ‘The 
Inner Circle.’ Mr. Robinson says that the gas, in a red lan- 
tern at his back, was lowered to a faint pin point of light and, 
although the medium was the only person who entered the 
cabinet, and there was no possibility of any one else doing so 
‘save by passing through the brick wall or climbing over the 
chairs on which we sat,’ yet three voices were heard therein, 
‘until the place chattered like a parrot’s cage,’ At one point in 
the proceedings both Mr. Robinson and a soldier, who sat next 
to him, ‘experienced a curious sensation’ tas if our 
vitality were draining away’! After a hymn had been sunga 
plate, covered with luminous paint, (which had previously been 
laid face downwards in the centre of the half-circle of sitters) 
was lifted from the floor, and, says Mr. Robinson :— 


*Out of the gloom, revealed by the blue-white glow, sprang a 

head with wide eyes staring calmly into mine. 
***Why, that’s D.,” said the soldier in my ear. 
drowned in India.” 

‘Whether it was D, or no, it was the face of a man browned 
deeply by the sun, with a little fair moustache and a melan- 
choly mouth beneath it, It had no resemblance to the face of 
the medium whatsoever, Yet it was certainly alive, for I could 
seo the quiver of the lips and the blink of the eyes. 

‘The head vanished with the fall of the plate upon the 
carpet. And then from the dark came the soft, sibilant 
whisper of a woman. The luminous disc rose again. I could 
soe her face and arm, x beautiful rounded arm, which she waved 
to and fro. Several of the circle knew her, and gave her greet- 
ing as Sister Mary, a nun. The women among us spoke with 
pathetic eagerness of husband and father, begging for some 
news, some sign. She replied to them in the same gentle, 
even voice that I had just heard. 

* Another pause, another hymn, and it was a Jap that came 
peering out of the shadows. A small, fierce, sullen face it was, 
with curiously shrunken eyes, like those of a man long dead. 
I murmured somewhat uneasily ‘t Banzai,” and he answered 
me in his own tongue, a quick clatter of words which one of my 
friends told me afterwards was correct enough, and gave a 
kindly thanks and farewell. 

“It was at about this period that two strange things 
occurred. Looking up, I noticed in the faint glow of the red 
light behind me that in the angle of the rafters was gathered 
what seemed to be a cloud. Certainly it was vapour, for it 
swelled and bent like a patch of flying scud. The soldier 
beside me saw it, too. Presently it vanished, and I did not 
notice its reap) í 

* Again there came a tap upon my knee. It was the touch 
of a very soft little hand, so tiny indeed that if it were alive it 
must have been the hand of a child. I felt it twice again dur- 


“t He was 
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THE POLARISATION OF THE SOUL. 


Taking it as a now well-established axiom, that through- 
out this universe there exists a Principle of Duality, e.g., 
positive and negative, sun and moon, male and female, good 
and evil, health and disease, &c. ; and that every individual 
is, to a greater or lesser extent, cognisant of this principle 
of duality indwelling them (as St. Paul says, Rom. vii. 19, 
‘For the good that I would I do not; but the evil that I 
would not, that Ido’), and knows his Ego, individuality, or 
soul, to be poised, as it were, between two opposite poles, 
spirituality and materialism, good and evil, —this condition of 
poise of the soul may be illustrated by a physical experiment. 
Ifa handful of hay be steeped in water fora few days, and the 
solution examined under a microscope, it will be found alive 
with infusoria, Upon allowing an electric current to flow 
through this solution, it will be seen that all the infusoria 
turn and swim in the direction of the cathode, or negative 
pole, or, in other words, become negatively polarised. Reverse 
the current, the protozoa will alter their course, and polarise 
towards that which was, originally, the anode, but has now 
become the cathode. Here we have, by parallel, the cathode 
and anode representing the opposite poles of spirit and 
matter, good and evil; and the infusoria, the soul, polarised in 
one direction. 

To push the analogy further, the experiment will furnish 
us with a more elaborate illustration of the polarisation of the 
soul, It is a well-known elementary fact in physiology that 
man is composed of a vast number of separate existences, 
which are called cells. Each cell has the power of assimilation, 
growth, and reproduction ; in fact they are separate entities, the 

ion of which into various tissues, and organs, forms 
Me body of man. If these entities all polarise in one direc- 
tion, and unite towards the general building up of sound 
the man is in health; if they do not polarise, but 
disease results. 

I Ler acere any great effort at deduction to conclude 
ha! Ë the sum total of these separate entities, or cells, forms 

te physical body of man, then as each entity is endowed 
ith the life principle, or ‘vital force,’ the Ego, individual, or 
; be the sum total of such separate vital forces, or life 
ciples, as are contained in each entity or cell. 
ere are few thinkers now who refuse to accept the 
of evolution, as against that of spontaneous 
applied to the material world; it being firmly 
Nature does her work slowly and deliberately. 
world evolved, by slow and infinitesimal degrees, 
of incandescence to solidity, and from solid to 
by selection, or polarisation, to a higher con- 
e manner, the soul, or vital force, by 
tion, ever passes upward through matter, 
to spirit, and becomes incorporated in the 
bed into what is usually interpreted 
remaining a separate entity, as its 


in |b 


EA fis 


and restored to sight, to see things ‘‘clearly” 
again, and educate others to gain such truer vision also,’ The 
means to be employed, in addition to the purchase of land, 
Mr. Blount 
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is, that, though I do not know, I have found food for thought 
concerning polarity in life from what I have read about it in 
Samuel Laing's work, ‘A Modern Zoroastrian,’ which explains 
how the fundamental law of polarity affects the more com- 
plex relations of life and its various combinations. 

Now as to soul. If evolution be accepted as proximate 
causation of all that has been, and is becoming, then concern- 
ing soul it may be, and has been, argued that it is a 
becoming from the mineral, through the vegetable and the 
animal, to its present state in human consciousness in a progress 
towards other states of consciousness about which we want 
more light. Surely this is generally conceded, and especially 
so by readers of ‘ Licut,’ who know for certain that mankind 
are not mechanical automata, that the sensation of will is not 
merely an illusion arising as a last refinement in the adjustment 
of the machinery. Here comes in that principle of duality or 
polarity, by which a proposition may be at once true and 
untrue, and two contradictory opposites exist together in one 
and the same thing, which is apparent—I do not say the 
apparency is real—in case of soul. For, having freedom of will 
and perception of good and evil, do not all souls feel bitterly a 
conflict of opposites in and about us, which bafiles understand- 

ing and veils the mystery of the cruelty of things? 

Samuel Laing writes lucidly, with great force. But after 
all, is not this sort of reasoning little better than a guess? 
And may I not extend that suggestion to much mental 
ingenuity that expends itself in complex guessing! For me, I 
find a haven in poverty ; conscious of ignorance I cling to 
simplicity, and find consolation in relegating what transcends 
my understanding to a belief in the one governing law, the 
will of God, that passes all understanding 
everything. 


and dominates 


GILBERT ELLIOT. 


A FRENCH VIEW OF PROFESSOR RICHET’S ADDRESS. 


* The Revue du Spiritisme’ for March contains the continu- 
ation of the important study on ‘The Externalisation of 
Thought,’ by the Editor, M. Gabriel Delanne ; also articles on 
the ‘ Materialisations at the Villa Carmen,’ by the Générale 
Carmencita Noel, and on ‘Spontaneous Phenomena,’ by Dr. 
Dusart. Referring to the criticisms in ‘Licut’ upon Professor 
Richet’s recent Address, the ‘ Revue du Spiritisme’ says :— 


‘The comments of the Editor and his correspondents strike 
a note which will not surprise any of those who, in France, 
have watched, for many years, the prudent tactics of this 
hunter of two hares at once. ‘* The new President,” say our 
neighbours, ‘“‘has tried to play on two instruments at once. 
Whether or not he has succeeded, he has done his best.” At 
certain moments M. Richet, as Richet, makes clear affirmations, 
and seems full of faith, but soon the Professor comes on the 
scene, reins in the runaway steed, and says, ‘* Yes, no doubt 
there are numbers of facts observed by first-rate savants, there 
are indisputable photographs, there are imprints which cannot 
be denied, &c. But yet—these poor Spiritualists are so naively 
credulous! Will you follow them! What will the ‘ Institute’ 
think : tad , 


Tas New Crusaps.—Mr. Godfrey Blount has published, 
through Mr. A. O. Fifield, 44, Fleet-street, an appeal, entitled, 
“For our Country’s Sake,’ in behalf of ‘the New Crusade to 
reconquer the Holy Land,’ which is, he explains, ‘the one 
under our feet.’ The object, as set forth by Mr. Blount, is 
“to convert and sanctify the whole of life to a nobler standard 
of thought and work by the adoption of such measures and 
customs as will bring us more into touch with the forming spirit 
or heartof life. . . We must learn, like the man born blind 
(transcendent!y) 


Seater seen] 
symbols of our hopes and labour.’ We 
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A HAUNTED HOUSE. 


The February number of ‘The Wide World Magazine’ 
contains a detailed account, by Mr. S. S. Swithaine, of ‘The 
Haunted House at Upholland,’ a Lancashire village, near 
Wigan, where there was once an abbey. The haunted house is 
very old, with thick stone walls, and overlooks the old grave- 
yard, being just opposite to the grave of a highwayman, George 
Lyon, who is said to have lived in the house, and who was 
hanged about a hundred years ago. According to Mr. 
Swithaine, who vouches for the accuracy of his statements, 
the ghostly performances began one Sunday night in August 
last, and have since continued. They appear to take place 
mainly in the presence of one of the three youths who sleep 
in the ‘haunted room,’ and vary from knockings, like the 
ticking of a telegraph instrument, to the throwing of heavy 
stones, forcibly dislodged from the wall by some unseen 
operator, to considerable distances. The old mortar and 
plaster are so solid that it is with difficulty that anything, 
even paper, can be removed from the wall, yet stones, lumps 
of mortar and plaster, and strips of paper are detached 
instantly by the mysterious agencies at work. A photograph, 
one of several given in the magazine, shows a substantial heap of 
débris dislodged from the walls and thrown on to the floor of 
the room ; another shows a walled window-recess where paper 
and plaster have been torn away, leaving the stones bare. 

These manifestations took place in the presence of, amongst 
others, three local councillors and a policeman, who used every 
device they could think of to discover who was at work and 
how the things were done ; but all in vain. It is declared that 
some of the stones were thrown in such a way as to form an 
angle in their course, in order to pass through a doorway, 
and that no human hand could so direct the missiles. Stones 
have been ‘taken and wedged back into the wall so tightly 
that they could not be moved again. Immediately the light 
was turned down, however, the stones have been reft from 
their setting and thrown violently on the floor.” An old man, 
a ‘remembered ‘‘it ~ being at 
‘sixty years _ It ould almost seem as though certain 
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‘ANNALS OF PSYCHICAL SCIENCE.’ 


The March number of ‘ Annals of Psychical Science’ opens 
with a careful summary of Reichenbach’s researches, in the 
form of a review of a French translation, by M. Ernest Lacoste, 
of Reichenbach’s eight treatises on ‘Odic Phenomena,’ The 
reviewer, Dr. Jules Regnault, clearly explains that although 
the luminous emanations seen by sensitives issuing from 
magoets, as well as from crystals and from the human body, 
appear wherever magnetism appears, yet they are not magnetism, 
because the latter by no means appears where ‘Od’ is found, 
This force has therefore an existence independent of magnetism, 
while magnetism is invariably found combined with ‘Od 
Attention is also drawn to many suggestive parallels between 
the odic force and nimbuses, the laying on of hands, and the 
‘N ’-rays. 

Professor Porro contributes an effective attack on Haeckel 
and Morselli, whom he accuses of leading the materialist con- 
troversy onto false ground, and ‘ presenting the new psychical 
researches in an unfavourable light, letting it be thought that 
they are stimulated and guided by a sterile mysticism, adverse 
to science and to the experimental method, rather than by an 
honest and dispassionate aspiration towards truth.’ Professor 
Porro calls his article ‘Negative Positivism and Duslistic 
Monism,’ thereby showing that he regards the positivist 
Monism of the Haeckel school as self-contradictory. He 
reminds us that Swedenborg, a century and a half ago, ‘demon- 
strated with great lucidity that the dualistic hypothesis does 
not necessarily imply for the spiritual world either a super- 
natural character or the absence of laws just as regular, 
immutable, and constant as those which govern the material 
world.” 

Professor Porro shows how the arguments of the Positiviste 
tend to oppose all increase of our present knowledge, and are 
therefore essentially negative in character, in that they ‘forbid 
all departure from the bounds of the most restricted 
empiricism.” 

Dr. Joseph Maxwell describes some phenomena of clair- 
voyance, and Dr. Edmond Waller relates the history of 2 
crystal vision. Our own criticism on Professor Hyslop’s 
deductions from his observations with Mrs. Piper is quoted, 
but quotation marks are not properly used, so that it is difficult 
for the reader to decide what ‘Licur’ szid, and what the 
* Annals” reviewer has to say. He affirms that ‘the com- 
munications” received through Mrs. Viper and other mediums 
are ‘ despairingly trivial,’ and that ‘they are often contradictory 
concerning even the very questions of which the dzad, if they 
still continue to live, cannot be ignorant : such as, for example, 
certain rudimentary details on the subject of existence on the 
other side.” 

As to these matters we would point out that in his reset 
Address, and article in the * Annals,’ Professor Richet wisely 
fact was trivial or absurd. As for ‘contr 
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CLAIRVOYANT DIAGNOSIS BY MR. GEORGE 
SPRIGGS, 


I should like to add my testimony to that of many others 
with regard to the excellence and accuracy of the clairvoyant 
diagnosis given through Mr. George Spriggs by his controls. 
Circumstances led to my sitting with him on March 24rd for 
the first time, and I cannot speak too strongly of the help I 
have already derived through him. 

Having been in somewhat bad health for the last few years 
I have had a wide experience of doctors, including Sir William 
Broadbent and other first-rate men, who have patched me up 
from time to time, and to whom I feel very grateful; but no 
doctor, hitherto, has indicated to me the original root of all 
the various maladies which have attacked me of late. Hach 
doctor in turn has treated me for the specific trouble of the 
special time of consultation. It is unreasonable to expect 
omniscience, and the cleverest men in the profession are the 
first to tell you so, if you happen to know them behind the 
scenes. A doctor sees from outside—in ; and from study and 
long experience comes to associate certain signs with special 
internal conditions, and prescribes accordingly. 

To the competent medical clairvoyant, it seems to me that 
your whole body is spread out like a map; a search-light 
passes from point to point, illuminating each organ and describ- 
ing its exact condition at the time of consultation. This, at 
least, was my experience with Mr. Spriggs. His controls did 
not ask a question or pause for a moment, but quietly and 
systematically passed from one organ to another, describing 
conditions with great accuracy, and adding, *This is why you 
feel such and such pains or symptoms,’ &c. The proof that the 
a is was correct is that not a single mistake was made. 
ere was no ‘hit or miss.’ It was all ‘hit’ and literally no 
iss,’ for no single point was left untouched. Some valuable 
Bons were made, which no doubt will bear fruit in the 
_ Bat the real value to me is to have bern put upon the 
at lad, #0 that I need waste no more time in patch- 
with medica] assistance, however skilled, instead 
of a g the real stronghold of the enemy. In my own 

se it Bot mean dispensing with all medical help, bat it 
; from a true basis. It will mean digging 
p root instead of merely lopping off the branches. I do 
doctor could hare helped me so much. I only ssy 

one hitherto has done so, although I have consulted 


= ~ 


m difficult cases, Certainly it would seem to 
e a£ their patients were there still 
æ on this point. 

g in the interests of Mr. Spriggs, nor of 


A GOOD TEST, 
head A the well 


Dr. Funk, 


Wagnalls, has made public the flowing testinumy 


known house A Vunk atd 


As to my own perwnal « Xperiences with * mediums,’ they 


have been of various degrees of interest Very Aten, I o. 
confess, they have been uneat inftury In many many ewe 
the phenomena produced were palpably {raudulen I have 
however, had the good fortune to investigate the cleime A 


number of mediums whose pmumim of spernormal powers I 
was forced to acknowledge in the light A the rem 
nomena | witnessed, Í 

Among wach 1 might mention Miss Merzeret Gaule, A New 
York, and Mrs. Pepper, of brooklyn. 1 have { 
tests of Mrs, Pepper's powers, elimina’ every yen 
fraud as well as for chance, for subliminal eonscwae 
for secondary perwmality, yet phearmens tie place whic 
neetuel indicate the presence A disaruste sparta. And in 
these teste Mra. Pepper has proved to me g 
very rare superoormal gilts, which 
ful study. 

One of these tests gave what claimel to lx 
mber, long ago deal The test was giver 
church, after the seriam, 
that evening. I enchmed a letter two 
aAdremed on the vutuide with an i 
the word mother, and hed í 7 
was in the pulpit, My matie 
West, and it is very unlikely that vuteid 
in Brooklys knew her name 
was only one chance in wane hundreds thet whe would heppes 
to seize pon my letter. Picking it 
my unther's first nase, dacribod 
but none the low impyrtent detzile A appreracce ; abe coud 
that, curiously, she semed to walk ws if she wa usog bat one 
fot. This she ssid was evidently Ure. Pepper 
then inquired if I knew why swe walked in this wey, sod I 
asked, ‘Can't she tell mel’ In s moment, Are. Pepper mid 
that my mother asked if I did ox member ‘thet needle 
The fact was, when I was s young man my mother iey 
a chair and ran s neolle into her fon. The newile bsi bw 
sticking in the floor, point dowaward, so thet the eye eod A i 
had punctured her thio slipper sod ran w Lar into the lon thet 
in order to remove it | weed s pair of pincers. Paralyeis of the 
foot and limb followed sod in 2 week the wesdesi. The quer 
tion in my sealed beater was, * Will mother tell me wiss comed 
her desth 1’ Mind-reading might exylein an cides of ths 
kind, bet evidence o the were pasmina even A thet peer w 
excoolingy interesting. 

The next interesting tatemeot Mrs, Pepper mode war thst 
my mother was ot skoe, thet sbe bai byy ber miss boy caid. 
wbom she called Chester, and mid z was ber gruo 
did nø remember any graoichild by the sws: s 
either desd or alive, and 1 went swsy Írom the cs 
night Graly ovavincel thst this alleged Add Obemer vat 
merely one of the unacovestable vapura whack very frequently 
obtrade themmelses into cberwne somme pruna. 
Making inquiries smwong messiocte A wy family Í bourne thet wy 
mother did have s graodichild usmed Cheta, win bal deol is 
i shout twenty years azo, in the Woe, which mmoustoi 
Sor the fact that bis identity was wet reouguiesd by we 

this particular pacoowenm Í offer so rnam 
I do pot kaow whether it was the gan of wy 
mother or wt. Whst I do kavw ir thst wack s pheorows dd 


srksble piis- 


sahe a numer 


Cem, SDi 


w e po 


ate worthy A mene com 
the cuir of 2 
he egas my 


in Mrs, Peppers 


it being of 


Up, ee IBUS eae 


ber uy è NUMI 


for a tat 
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HAECKEL ON TRIAL. 


Mr. Allen Clarke’s ‘Science and the Soul’ and ‘What is 
Man ? (London : C. W. Daniel) are excellent little fighting 
books against the somewhat out-of-date militant philosophy 
of Haeckel. Mr. Clarke is amusingly keen, with a genial 
strength that is quite refreshing. We have always thought 
that Haeckel, in his latest books, was getting left behind. 
He was well to the front in the old masterful days of what 
was known as ‘materialism, when, by fairly general 
consent, everything was roughly referred to chemical and 
mechanical operations in Nature: but points of view have 

changed, deeper depths have been sounded, more subtile 

regions have been explored, and the unmovables have been 

d. Haeckel is one of them, and all he can do is to 

his old formulas and shake his fist at the ships 
by. 

is main defect is what he often deprecates,—dogma- 

eee origin in aà Jack of modesty in the 


anner, he entrenches himself behind his 
andi lavish of his ‘ impossibles’ ; all 

Poa acquaintance with the 
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He traces to carbon and to the albuminoid compounds 
of carbon ‘the specific phenomena of movement which distin 
guish organic from inorganic substances, and which are called 
life, and he even says they are ‘the sole and the mechanical 
causes’ of these. In a word, Haeckel, as Mr. Clarke 
points out, practically endows atoms of carbon with the 
attributes that people who believe in spirit give to the 
Universal Spirit (or God). ‘Atheists,’ says Mr. Clarke, 
‘say it is ridiculous to believe in a Deity who is a spirit: 
to me it seems just as absurd to make a God Almighty of 
carbon, and to assert that we are not “children of God 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven,” but chance 
children of carbon and chaos, and inheritors of chemico- 
physical disintegration.’ The albuminoid carbon combi- 
nations are at the root of all vital forces, says Haeckel. 
‘This,’ replies Mr. Clarke, ‘is like saying that the piano 
keys and the wires are at the root of all musical com- 
position.’ The spirit-world, says Haeckel, is ‘hypothetical.’ 
It is ‘purely a product of poetic imagination,’ and ‘the 
same must be said of the parallel belief in the immortality 
of the soul.’ Rather cool, that statement, isn’t it? about 
‘hypothetical spirit-world,’ says Mr. Clarke, ‘from a man 
who is standing upon little else than hypotheses, to patch 
up the big gaps in his science.’ As for ‘imagination,’ is it 
not just possible that this product of Nature,—the visioning 
and anticipatory faculty,—gives authentic news of things 
to come? 

Mr. Clarke smites Haeckel hip and thigh over one of 
the scientist’s illustrations. He likens the ‘psychic ap- 
paratus’ of ‘the psychic life’ to the mechanism of a tele- 
graphic system: ‘the nerves are the wires, the brain the 
central station, and the sense-organs subordinate stations.’ 
Yes, but who composes the telegram and sends it ? ‘ When 
we find telegrams putting themselves on wires, and writing 
themselves out,’ says Mr. Clarke, ‘we may begin to credit 
Haeckel’s assertions.’ No: these severe materialists try to 
get far too much out of their chemical combinations, which 
are only the vehicles or instruments of intelligence. ‘We 
want to know what it is that is Receiving Clerk at the 
central office of the brain.’ 

Curiously enough, and inconsistently enough, Haeckel 
admits his ignorance after all. In his concluding remarks, 
he seems to look back with dubious eyes, and to scan his 
work with adoubtful mind. He avows that ‘the innermost 
character of nature’ (what a phrase !) ‘is as little understood 
by us as it was by Anaximander and Empedocles 2,400 
years ago,’ and that ‘this essence of substance becomes 
more mysterious and enigmatic the deeper we penetrate.’ 
‘ What an anti-climax!’ exclaims Mr. Clarke; ‘After 
1g up a scheme of the universe, and reckoning to 
mysteries by certain scientific hypotheses, after 
reader through twenty long chapters with the 
‘of one who has unlocked all the secrets of the 
l suddenly stops, and says, “But, really, 
I must confess that I know nothing.” 
is concerned, the Riddle of the 
a Lee nitri iiz 
choice of hypotheses, on their 
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mysteries and tragedies of this? For, bear in mind, there is 

| just as much reason (at least) for the materialistic theory to be 
a delusion as there is for the spiritual one, and if it be a matter 
of choosing a working hypothesis for one’s life, it is surely 
better to choose the more sublime and hopeful one. 


It is, however, only just to Haeckel to say that his 
great central doctrine of ‘ Monism’ does not exclude what 
we know as spirit. He quotes Spinoza, and professes to 
‘adhere firmly’ to his pure unequivocal monism, expressed 
thus: ‘Matter or infinitely-extended substance and spirit 
(or energy), or sensitive and thinking substance, are the 
two fundamental attributes, or principal properties, of the 
allembracing divine essence of the world, the universal 
substance,’ 

That is satisfactory enough, as it stands. The recon- 
ciliation of it with his hard denial of spirit-life, and the 
spirits persistence after the body’s death, is his affair, 
not ours. 


THE STATE OF PSYCHICAL SCIENCE. 


In ‘Luce e Ombra,’ for March, appears the substance of a 
lecture upon ‘The Present State of Psychical Science,’ 
delivered by Colonel de Rochas, at the Académie Delphinale, in 
November, 1904, which has not yet been officially published. 

Colonel de Rochas commences by saying that those who 
refuse to admit facts based on exceptional evidence are like those 
who, born without an ear for music, deny the harmonies they 
cannot comprehend; while those who think that science 
demands the repetition of an experiment at will, confuse 
experiment with observation ; and he instances the case of the 
aurora borealis, which is real, though we cannot produce it. 
The new science, he says, will be for the twentieth century 
what electricity was for the nineteenth. 

Proceeding to enumerate the results which he considers 
already decisively obtained, he speaks of suggestion, which 
_ may be verbal or mental. The first is universally admitted ; 
the second is much more uncommon, and has often been 
"imitated by trickery: ‘but there are exceptionally endowed 
| persons who can read in the brains of others as in a book, like 

‘the little son of Dr. Quinard, of Angers, who, ten years ago, 
the most difficult questions on condition that his 
new the solution and that no obstacle was placed 
em.’ There is also musical suggestion, which has 
d in the cases of ‘ Mile. Lina’ and ‘Mme. Made- 
‘This study is of especial interest from the artistic 
W, because it furnishes the musician, the sculptor, 
g kad ‘the actor with valuable materials as to the 
| of the passions.’ 

n of sensibility is described by Colonel de 
1e grot authority on the subject, as 
ntially in this, that some persons can enter, 
etio passes, into a state in which they can 
actions taking place at some distance from 
hough these actions were performed on their 
his eS place just as though these persons 
t outside the body in the same manner 
igebiinvide it. These radiations have the 
elves in certain substances which 
t actions performed at a slight 
are transmitted to the sensitive. 
rs noticed the exteriorisation of 
fo apii how it occurred. 
pe moondiseas 
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The transmission of thought, says Colonel de Rochas, ‘is a 
form of telepathy, but is effected by means of vibrations more 
subtle than those which transmit sensations and emotions, and 
takes place mainly by means of images, as in the case of 
dreams.’ 

Colonel de Rochas mentions vision at a distance, and 
instances Swedenborg’s clairvoyant view, at Gothenburg, of a 
fire at Stockholm. He then refers to regression of memory, 
and prevision, with the question of free-will. After mention- 
ing some of his own experiments, he says that although 
persons can have ‘the intuition of what might happen to them 
as the consequence of their present conditions, the future thus 
seen will not infallibly happen, but will depend upon a number 
of events independent of the personality; it would be the 
probable future, which could also be inferred by chiromancy 
and astrology.” 

With regard to levitation, Colonel de Rochas says :— 

‘It is shown by an accurate comparison of the numerous 
cases observed, that levitation may often, but not always, be 
explained as being simply the effect of a force situated in the 
human organism, acting in opposition to gravitation.’ 

The words placed in italics by the author himself, contain 
a hint of the possible co-operation of spirits in the production 
of the phenomena, a hint which is expanded to an avowed 
supposition when Colonel de Rochas comes to speak, in the 
next paragraph, of materialisations and apparitions. Under 

materialisations he includes apports, that is to say, the same 
process with regard to inanimate objects. As to materialisa- 
tions proper, he says :— 

‘The material of which they are formed appears to be 
taken from the bodies of certain mediums, according to whose 
power they may assume all degrees of density, froin the con- 
sistence of a cobweb to that of a living flesh-and-blood body. 
Their objective reality is proved, not only by sight and touch, 
but by imprints obtained in plastic materials. It is in this 
class of phenomena that we must seek the explanation of 
apparitions, which would not figure so largely in popular 
traditions if they had not some basis of reality.’ 


Having thus reviewed the facts, Colonel de Rochas pro- 
ceeds to unfold his theory, which was apparently held by the 
sages of antiquity, and to which modern experiment has led, 
independently of tradition. This theory is that of the 
psychical or fluidic body; man consists of body and spirit, 
but the body consists of matter and of an invisible substance 
or ‘fluid,’ which transmits to the spirit the sensations of the 
flesh, and conveys to the nerves the commands of the spirit. 

Hypnotic subjects and mediums are distinguished by the 
ease with which this fluidic body can be detached from the 
flesh, producing the phenomena already described. 


‘Experiments tend to prove that the fluidic material, thus 
externalised, can be modelled under the influence of the will 
like wax in the hands of the sculptor, whether the will be that 
of the spirit of the subject himself, or of some other spirit 
belonging to individuals incarnate or invisible. There 
is, as it were, a removal of the matter of the physical body 
of the medium, which takes its corresponding place in the 
fluidic double. It has many times bven proved, by weighiog, 
that the medium’s body loses a portion of its weight, which 
is found to have been transferred to the materialised form. 

*The most remarkable case, unique up to the present, is 
that of Madame d'Espérance, which was most carefully 
investigated by the Russian Councillor of State, M. Aksakoff. 
In the case of this lady, whom I know personally, and for 
whom I have the greatest esteem, the displacement of matter 
was carried to such an extent that a part of her own body 
became invisible, and nothing remained in its place but the 
fluidic body, from which the double is an emanation; the 
spectators could pass their hands through the invisible part, 
although this caused the lady intense pain. This phenomenon, 
pushed to its utmost limit, would lead to the more or less 
complete disappearance of the body of the medium, and to 
its reappearance in another place. 

*It appears that the spirit of the medium usually, though 
not always, accompanies the fluidic body iu its movements ; 
the physical body, to which it remains attached by a bond of 
acts as a telegraphic receiver for the purpose 
Under these conditions 
acquires transcendental powers, and seems to be 
bove the restrictions of space and time. This is the 

ecstasy to which a privileged few have attained. 
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Sometimes, however, when the body is for tho moment left 
unoccupied by its own spirit, another spirit may enter and 
tako up the vacant placo ; this is known as possession.’ 

Colonel de Rochas concludes by saying that the study 
of the physical force exerted belongs to physics, that of the 
medical or other action of this force on living bodies comes 
under physiology, while spiritism is the study of the control of 
psychic force by intelligences belonging to invisible entities, 
whatever thoir nature may be ; and he adds :— 

‘By proving to us that something which thinks and feels 
can detach itself from our body during life, this science per- 
mits us to conclude that this something is able to survive the 
destruction of the flesh, thus giving us primary evidence of 
that immortality without which our present life would bo but 
a cruel enigma,’ 

It will thus be soon that Colonel de Rochas, one of the 
foremost of living experimenters, is much more affirmative 
than some other scientists, both as regards the certainty of 
the facts and as to the inferences to be drawn from them in 
favour of spirit life and action, that is to say, of a real, 
effective life beyond the grave. 


‘COUNTERPARTS.’ 


Counterparts—the twain-one manifestation of the feminine 
and masculine principles ; woman and man, as supplementary 
complements the one of the other; the full-orbed Unit, of 
which the separated sex beings, as we know them, are but 
halves, has always been a subject of deep interest to me. 

Little has ever been said about it in the pages of * Lian,’ 
to my knowledge ; but reading some years ago a book entitled 
*A Treatise on the Principles of Sufficient Reason,’ by Mrs. 
P, F. Fitzgerald, » lady who disproves the assertion that tho 
feminine mind cannot reason logically, or who is, perhaps, one 
of the exceptions that prove the rule, I made some extracts 
bearing upon the subject which I beg to offer to your readers, 
in the hope that they will be interested in them, as Spiritualists, 
of all people, should be :— 

Now, I hold these two doctrines—first, the existence of 

i eee teers in and must be, , because 

co and Giver of all good and er of the 
econdly, that of the necessity of the divinely 

| union of every human soul with its 
to constitute the firm foundations of the 
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the passion formulated in the expression, the loved and the lover, 
compared with the double rapture of loving and being loved | 

‘Whon once a mind has arrivod at what Descartes calls 
“des idées claires,” thoro is no place for jealousy, Spiritual 
affinities are as essential as laws of the universe, as are chemical 
ones. Spiritual elective affinity is the choice of reason, The 
way in which two hearts unite is necessarily through a peculiar 
combination of individualities or idiosyncrasies, never exactly 
duplicated in human experience, True love is as peculiar and 
single as if the two were alone in the world, Tho higher tho 
mental grade of the persons concerned, and tho more delicate 
their perceptions, the more true is this. 

t“ And she was inclined to blame herself for having lacked 
an intuitive prescience of his coming, which should have kept 
her a nun in heart and soul.” 

t“ The birthday of my life is come, 
My love has come to mo,” 
—C, Ross ert, 

**O'ost un mauvais moyen de faire sontir l’harmonie d'una 
lyre que de briser sa corde la plus bollo ot la plus résonanto—"* 
Love. Yet such has been the ideal of tho monks of all 
religions, 

‘ Lovo can only awaken in any person what already poten- 
tially exists in their own nature. 

* True lovers inhabit a world that is all their own through- 
out eternity, through an incessant joy-giving interaction of 
their respective attributes or qualities on each other; this is 
the meaning of suitability, congenial union of life in comple- 
mentary spirits, leaving no dead or unused susceptibility, such 
as exist in unsuitable marriages. 

‘To know that one cannot know—to understand that ono 
can never understand—this is intellectual hell. ‘To love without 
hope of ever being able to rejoin the loved one, this would be 
the hell of the heart, as to know that injustice and unkindnoss 
would endure for ever would be the real hell of the moral 
sense. The three ideals of humanconsciousness would thus be 
laid in ruins, and with this spiritual catastrophe faith, love, 
and hope in the Supreme Being must utterly conso. 

*A faculty is realised through its object. Love thus reveals 
to us feelings we knew not of, both in ourselves and in the 
object of our love. 

**Oustom stales not its infinite variety,” because of the 

nnial reciprocity of action and reaction between the per- 
ectly suited pair, As Lord Lytton sings: ‘*Custom but 
heightens the spell of thy kiss.” 

‘Until the human body or physical organism is regarded 
strictly as for the use and evolution of the undying spirit, 
every sort of abuse of faculty will continue, for activity is 
rationally determined by the end contemplated. Now man- 
kind are chiefly occupied in serving, or waiting upon, their own 
and each other's bodies; this appearing to them the most 
interesting, or the natural end of action, instead of every- 
thing being explained in relation to real, noumenal, spiritual 

ig 

‘Guard well thy thoughts; our thoughts (mental repro- 
sentations) are seen in Heaven,” 

t“ Whatsoever things are true ; whatsoover things aro 
pure ; whatsoever things are lovely ; think of these things.” 

‘Neither the naturally asleep nor the hypnotised patient 
has ee An bp Ps eel open fare on will of ected 

ught to upon them in suggesting conceptions, 
my the question now is, what can and will bring happiness to 
each and all? Christ answered; ‘Love of man first, and 
his is supposed to mean in the form of 
benevolence, 
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+Thou alone art my soul's pure sun, whose rays, onchantingly 
tender, 
Fill with rapture my waking hours, and gild my dreams 
with splendour, 
Come to my heart once more, overy pulse with emotion 
thrilling.” —Towr1's song, ** L'Amore,” 


+ Too long, too long the parting years ; too dark, too dark the 
distant past ; 
Too bright for earth the dawning day, when you and T shall 
moet at last, 
Waiting, darling, only waiting, till the breaking of the day.” 
—Cimno Pinsvutt. 


t t As tho flight of a river that flows to the sea 
My soul rushes ever in tumult to thee ; 
A two-fold existence I am where thou art 
My heart in tho distance boats close to thy hoart,” 
— Lort LYTTON. 


t u Nover alone, lovo, never alone, 
Thy angel-hand to guide my own, 
Until we meot, all parting o'er— 
Novor alone for evermore,” —H. Loor, 


“Tho heaven is bright with sunset, the roses in glory reign, 

Ovor the quiet evening floateth an old refrain, 

Only the song of a lifetime, learned in love's obb and flow, 

Fraught with a wonderful burthon which only we two can 
know. 

For only we two romomber the theme of that old refrain, 

And trace all its echoes of gladness ‘mid after-tones of pain ; 

But far in the golden heaven the flower is blooming again, 

Free from the dew of sorrow, free from the blight of pain ; 

And the voice that seemed hushed for over is singing that 
song again, 

And the songs that awaken in Heaven have no after-tones 
of pain.” —B, Tours, 


**Qulture means the complete spiritual development of 
the individual.” A man’s bias is a part of himself, or what 
characterises him as such an one and not another, Culture 
y mean compensation of bias, as far as it is possible for the 
vidual to effect it, but the chief object of this work has 
been to show that only through the counterpartal union of 
complementary individuals can this compensation of bias be 
wally arrived at . . , that only when men and women escape 
from isolation by such an union as that of the dual monad, is 
thinking or mental representation complete and exhaustive 
their being fully educed. Centuries of solitude (for 
ithout thee I am alone") would not help their evolution as 
entary action and reaction does, for joy is a necessary 
nt to it, 

he condition of true communion is equivalence of develop- 
to an ideal standard, The one must not be 
before the other, if they are to walk hand in hand, 
the case of one the foolings may be the more sus- 
b the intellect of the other may be more alert ; 
sense they must be equally in earnost, 

vidual enters into the order of the universe 
ticular conditions and particular circumstances, What 
| delight in each other of persons oppositely 
rganic and through the influence of different 
##, 40 long as they are harmoniously developed, for 
the excoedingly groat pleasure of variety in unity 
ever clog—a porennial inattendu of thought, word 
ination ever alive, the intellect on 
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*“Tho most concentrated individualising is of the sexual 
impulse, the one noutralising the dofocta of the other by 
Opposite defects,” —HanrmMann, 

*** Like double stars, one in their bright effect.” So it is 
with correlated spirits, with the complemental pair. 

*** Earth life is but Boeing's dawning day.” 

t + Imitate God's best attribute : the gift of bliss to others,” 

*** Love is a duet, not a solo.” 

t“ The double joys where each is glad for both.” 

* The love of man and woman is circular (complete), eternal ; 

Not feigned or made, but born, and then so precious 

As naught can value it but itself, so froe 

As nothing can command it but itself, 

And in itself so round and liberal 

As, where it favours, it bestows itself, 

But we must take and understand this love 

Along still as n name of dignity, not pleasure, 

True love hath no unworthy thought ; no light, 

Loose, unbecoming appetite or strain, 

Hut fixed, constant, pure, immutable 

There is no life on earth but being in love,” 

Bex Jonson, 

*** With every now spirit union of love blending hearts and 
consociation of accordant minds, comes more life, and so more 
light, more truth,” 

***We attribute our sensation to sensible causes (phono- 
mona), and our emotions to spiritual causes (uoumena),” 

** As is the relation of corporeal form to Being or real 
entity, such is the relation of dress and ornament to the 
corporeal form; both are meant to express and accentuate 
essence,” 

t“ Every rational being ought to be instructed in the 
functions and rights of the wonderful personality for the 
integrity of which he is responsible, or which he is in duty 
bound to maintain. Young people should be taught to show 
respect to, and protect, thomselves, so that they may be able 
to protect others and that their love may be worth having. 

+ u Instead of the body and the soul being supposed to have 
quite different functions, the body should be shown to be 
always but the instrument of the soul, or the tabernacle of the 
Divine Spirit,” ’ A, K, Vennine. 


Los Angeles, Oal., U.S.A. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


The Editor is wot responsible for the opinions expressat by orrcsponlenta 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the urpos 
of presenting views that may elicit discussion, 


‘Séances with Mr. David Duguid,’ 

Sin, —During my forty years’ experience of Spiritualism, 
and a considerable acquaintance with its literature, and with 
alleged ‘exposures’ of mediums known or unknown to me, I 
do not remember a single case of alloged exposure which has 
been founded upon evidence so flimsy, and which so clearly 
demonstrates the ignorance and incapacity of the would-be 
exposers, as that of Mr, David Duguid, reported by the officers 
of the Birmingham Psychical and Ethical Society, in your 
issue of March 11th last, 

I have never had the good fortune to meet Mr, Duguid, 
but I have heard of him, and soon the paintings produced 
through his mediumship for many yoars, and I have to thank 
him for one of these small paintings, obtained for me undor 
tost conditions by my friond, Mr, James Meldrum, in whose 
statement of what ocourred I have as much contidence as if 
I had been present myself, I fool sure that every unprejudiced 
inquirer who has even the most rudimentary knowledge of the 
subject will be satistiod, by the letters from his friends and 
himself, of Mr, Duguid's porfoot honesty, as well as of the 
complete absence of any rational foundation for the public 
acousation against him—an accusation whioh is, taking all the 
circumstances into consideration, at once mean, cruel, and 
cowardly, Itis mean bocnuse it hastily condemns a man with- 
out hearing his defence ; it is cruel because it is calculated to 
embitter the last years of a person of unblemished reputa- 
tion; and it is cowardly because the accusers know that, 
owing to the state of tho law and the prejudices of its 
administrators, they are free from the danger of an action 
for libel. 


But the main of my lotter is, to suggest that the 
_ of Spiritualists, and espocially of those who have 
fr, Duguid’s séances, should show their recognition 
services to the cause they have at heart, aud 
n of his unrewarded labours, by subsoribing 
ds a testimonal, not only to express thoir fooling 
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of respect towards him, but also to render it unnecessary for 
him, in his old age, to submit himself to the ignorant sus- 
Picions of other incapable ‘researchers.’ 

If you, Mr. Editor, will undertake to receive subscriptions 
to a ‘David Duguid Testimonial Fund,’ I shall be glad to sub- 
scribe towards it. 

ALFRED R. WALLACE. 
[We shall be happy to act on Dr. Russel Wallace’s suggestion to 
receive subscriptions on behalf of Mr. Duguid.—Ep. 
*Licxr.’] 


Srr,—In fairness to Mr. David Duguid, permit me to state 
that at a séance which was held at Coventry the evening after 
the alleged exposure at Birmingham, while the trance painting 
was going on, I clairvoyantly saw the controlling guide and 
also an arm and hand gradually building up between Mr. 
Duguid and myself. 

The medium’s hands having been tightly tied, and the 
electric light turned off for the ‘direct’ paintings to be done, 
I placed my hands over those of Mr. Duguid, with the per- 
mission of his guide, in such a position that he could not raise 
his hands without coming into contact with mine. I at once 
saw lights near the paint box and shortly afterwards the two 
cards were raised up in the air a few inches from the table, by 
two materialised hands which came from the centre of the table, 
so that the fingers were pointing towards Mr. Duguid. One of 
these hands was also seen by a gentleman who sat close to 
the medium. 

I saw the brushes taken up, then faint lights seemed to 
dance up and down over the cards for a few seconds, after 
which the brushes fell, or were placed down again ; and when 
the light was switched on the cards were found on the table 
face downwards. 1 lifted them up carefully, the oil colours 
being, of course, wet, and we found that in the five minutes of 
darkness two beautiful little landscapes had been painted by 
the spirit artists. The corners which had been previously torn 
off the cards, were then produced by the sitters to whom they 
had been given, and were found to fit exactly. This testimony 
shows how easily the spirit friends can work when proper con- 
itions are provided. e wonder is that any direct paintings 

uced at the Birmingham séance at all, as it seems 
many of the sitters left their seats as soon as the gas was 
turned out, crowded round the medium, and even stood at the 
back of him, which those versed in psychic matters know is 


a very improper thing to do. 


ELIZABETE Amy Cannock. 
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Srr,—I attended the two séances held by the Birmingham 
Ethical and Psychical Society on Tuesday, February 21st, and 
Friday, February 24th, and may say that, in my opinion, 
Mr. Duguid was not proved a fraud. When the aspersions and 
suggestions of fraud were made I strongly protested against 
them, and pointed out at the séance on the Tuesday that even 
had Duguid practised fraud, they, as detectives, had adopted 
the most bungling and clumsy methods that anyone could well 
imagine. 

The signatories to the report sent to you were not, in my 
opinion, capable at that time of giving an unbiassed statement 
of what really occurred. There was so much venom in their 
language that under no circumstances was it justified, as, for 
example, one of the signatories stated, in the heat of passion, 
on the Tuesday evening, that he ‘ would have Duguid arrested 
as a rogue and vagabond if he gave another séance in the 
Midlands.’ Is it any wonder that Duguid appeared dazed, not 
with guilt, but shame at their unfeeling and uncharitable 
conduct ? 

Mr: Duguid’s challenge, and repeated requests to be 
searched immediately were not heeded, and instead he was met 
with the remark ‘Oh! we have had enough of this farce.’ 
From this your readers may judge the kind of Psychic 
Researchers we are in Birmingham. 

The committee of the Psychic Research Section, when they 
arrived at the séance room, were not notified that there was a 
doubt about Duguid, nor were they given an opportunity to 
take steps to have a real test séance—but not under 
degrading conditions. Two persons were present who 
had not previously attended any séance or experimental 
meeting of this section, and Mr. Lucas (who had pre- 
viously declined to become a member of the section and had 
not, to my knowledge, attended any previous meeting) was 
allowed to take the chair. At the séance on Friday a Mr. 
Cook, who was not a member of the section, was admitted and 
allowed to give evidence (expert) as to the condition of the 
paint brushes. These facts will indicate the conditions under 
which Mr. Duguid had to hold the séances. 

As one who took a prominent part in binding the medium 
I claim to be able to speak with authority equal to that of the 
four signatories. 

Referring to the séance held on Monday, as I was not 
present, I will only remark that if four cards were seen, as 
alleged, I consider that those who saw them should have at once 
proclaimed the fact. 

Regarding the Tuesday séance, the reporters state that 
“when the corner piece of card number one was handed to the 
sitters, careful observation showed the rough, torn edge to be 
both sticky and dirty.’ This I emphatically deny. When 
Duguid tore off the piece of card and threw it on the table it 
was examined by Mr. Lucas, who placed it on the table again; 
it was taken up by Mr. Watson, who apparently examined 
it, and then deliberately put it into his waistcoat pocket. No 
other sitter had an opportunity of seeing the piece until the 
paintings were finished. It was then produced, and only after 
the lead given by Messrs. Lucas and Galloway against Duguid 
was the suggestion made by Mr. Watson ‘that there might be 
some adhesive substance on it, and that it did not 
belong to the card Duguid tore it from.’ As soon as this 
suggestion was made, I took the card from the table to the 
ight and minutely examined both pieces with a powerful 

na | De r trad lanipa dra wr: a 
lutely sure no foreign substance was on the 
also fitted the two pieces together, and found 
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meeting (I was the member referred to), as otherwise the 
ridiculous resolution that was sent to you would not have been 
carried unanimously, How on earth could that meeting on 
Friday decide what quite a different company, including 
strangers, did, or saw, on the previous Monday? Comment is 
needless, 

Not content with the treatment meted out to Mr. Duguid 
at the séances, Mr. Lucas denounced Mr. Duguid from the 
Ethical platform on Sunday, at both the morning and evening 
services, although he had no authority from the committee of 
the Psychic Section to take such a course. At the Sunday 
evening denunciation I immediately arose and protested aloud 
against such unseemly conduct, and proclaimed the fact that 
Duguid had not been proved guilty of fraud, and I believe my 
action met with the approval of a goodly number of those 
present. I may say that the service closed with the hymn, 
‘Part in peace’! With regard to submitting the paint brushes 
to three experts for examination, this simply resolves itself 
into a laughable farce | 

I have stated the above facts in justice to Mr. Duguid. I 
did not know him, and was inclined to doubt the phenomena ; 
but I do love fair play, and in my opinion Duguid did not 
get it, W. Lioyp. 


[We have received other letters on the same subject, but the 
foregoing must suffice. —HKp. ‘ Licur.’} 


That ‘ Key.’ 


Sir,—A first perusal of Mrs. Finch’s ‘allegory ' of the Key 
and the Chamber, in ‘Liaur’ of March 18th, leaves one 
bewildered as to the sense in which it is to be taken ; a second 
shows that it is not a reply to the allegory by Madame 
d'Espérance in ‘Licur’ of March 4th ; while a third reading 
inclines one to the belief that it is in reality a confirmation of 
the main contention put forward by Madame d'Espérance, 

Let us assume that the earlier article made reference to the 
new word proposed by Professor Richet, and that Madame 
d'Espérance also represents him as unwilling to make use of 
the key. Mrs. Finch does not contradict this ; she tells us 
that his name was inscribed on the key in connection with the 
theories of animism, effluvia, the Subliminal Self, and that these 
‘familiar friends’ belong to the first room. But then, this 

first room is not that unlocked by Madame d’Espérance’s key ! 
Nor is it fair to place Aksakoff and Myers among those who 
plain everything by the ‘Capacities of Nature.’ Their 
ophy certainly went far beyond these, and Myers, in 
" might be asserted to have played the part of the 
Master (of Mrs. Finch’s allegory), and to have 
d the liminal into the metethereal—this last a far 
than that coined by Professor Richet. In fact, 
article amounts to nothing less than a condem- 
essor Richet for staying among his old ‘familiar 
id pressing on into the brighter light of the 


enigmail 


these allegories, however, seems to me to put 
e on the right footing. I would rather say that 

a many-storied building, with many rooms on 
Physical Science occupied the ground floor, 
ts votaries never went outside to gain a com- 
she edifice in which they lived, they were 
any other set of rooms. The locked 
a staircase, to an upper storey, and, as 
uthority there, its leaders did all in 
e from venturing into it, lest, from 
et a clearer and more extended view 
iverse than the ground floor could 
had ventured up those stairs said 
l with the first flight ; there were 
nor was there any prohibition to those 

Th z of the key and the dis- 

the work of those 


CHICHE: 


155 


Sır,— Having read and re-read Mrs, Finch’s ‘Allegory,’ in 

‘ Licut ' of March 18th, entitled ‘The True History of a Key, 
a Chamber, and a Master Soul,’ I must confess I do not under- 
stand it. Mrs. Finch says that ‘such a strange light shone in 
the Chamber that many were blinded for life by its 
effulgence, and their minds have ever since remained in a state 
of atrophy because of that sudden revelation of a great and 
baffling complex simplicity reigning within that Chamber.’ 
Now, sir, I should like to ask Mrs. Finch, what is a ‘complex 
simplicity’? What sort of a revelation can that be that 
‘blinds ’ and ‘atrophies’ those who experience it ? 

Further on Mrs. Finch tells us that ‘the chief source of the 
light within that Chamber was the presence’ of some of the 
‘familiar friends’ of her ‘Master Soul,’ who had got there 
before him! Surely these must be strange people who radiate 
light, so effulgent and revealing, that people are struck blind 
and suffer mental atrophy! Surely the less one has to do 
with such dangerous folk the better. Who those effulgently 
luminous souls were we are not told. Mrs. Finch says that 
their names may be found ‘in the dictionary entitled ‘* The 
Capacities of Nature” ’! But where can I find that dictionary ? 
And, I should like to ask, when were the ‘Capacities of 
Nature’ converted into a dictionary? Possibly the key to 
this mystery may be found in the mystic ‘hieroglyphs’ that 
appeared on ‘the Key, as the Master held it in his hand,’ 
which hieroglyphs were interpreted as follows: ‘Room I.: 
Reichenbach, Aksakoff, Richet, Rochas, Myers: Magnetism, 
Animism, Somnambulism, Effluvia, Subliminal Self, and other 
peculiar words.’ In that case the effulgent gentlemen who 
blind and atrophy their fellows are Reichenbach, Aksakoff, 
Richet, Rochas, and Myers—a poor compliment to pay them, 
surely | 

It seems to me that the ‘ Master’ must himself have been 
somewhat blinded and atrophied, otherwise, when he inter- 
preted the ‘hieroglyphs,’ he would have seen that Aksakoff 
and Myers had written upon the Key the signiticant words 
‘Spirit Communion.’ We must excuse him for the oversight, 
however, as the ‘revelation of the baffling complex simplicity ’ 
seems to have been too much for him—and no wonder ! 

Proceeding on his perilous journey Mrs, Finch’s ‘ Master’ 
discovers a ‘secret panel’ labelled, ‘Room IL: Unexplored,’ 
into which he enters, and is lost—as we hear no more about 
him! But, we are told, ‘the clamouring crowds,’ if wise, 
would go into that Chamber and ‘seek for the secret panel, 
which remains widely open.’ (Fancy having to seek 
for a secret panel that is wide open!) ‘Or, inasmuch as too 
strong meat is bad for the little ones, may be they would 
do wisely to sit awhile at the feet of the Hermits before 
venturing into the effulgent light of Mysteries Unsolved.’ As 
a rule, hermits selfishly shut themselves up in their cells and 
are of little use or ornament in the world. Frequently they 
are dirty and unattractive, and it would not be a particularly 
pleasant or profitable occupation to sit at their feet, even as a 
preparation for ‘venturing into the effulgent light of 
Mysteries Unsolved'—whatever that cryptic and high-sound- 
ing but empty phrase may mean! Here we get the ‘ effulgent’ 
and blinding light once more, but this time it does not emanate 
from the ‘familiar friends’ of the ‘Master’ but from un- 
solved mysteries! Previously it was a revealing—but blinding 
and stunting—light ; now it is the ‘ light of mysteries unsolved’ ! 

The phrase, ‘Unsolved Mysteries,’ gives one the im- 
pression of darkness and obscurity—not ‘effulgent’ lumi- 
nosity ; but we live and learn—if we can! I am afraid, how- 
ever, in spite of the radiant ‘light’ and the wisdom of the 
‘Master’ and even the ‘open panel,’ that, unless an 
interpreter comes to my aid, the mystery of the meaning of 
this ‘Allegory’ must remain unsolved and I shall have to 
remain a ‘simple-minded Spiritualist,’ and, inmy ‘naive’ way, 
go on trying to catch glimpses of light from the spirit side of 
life through the gates ajar. At present, I believe that spirit 
people are lovingly striving to throw those gates wide open, so 
that the true ‘effulgent’ light from the Beyond may disperse 
the shadows of mystery surrounding the grave, and give to 
the truth-seeker the comforting and sustaining knowledge that 
the human spirit naturally survives bodily death snd continues 
to grow in knowledge, grace and goodness in the real life 
beyond the tomb ; and I see no reason to alter that belief in 

favour of ‘Unsolved Mysteries.’ 
ent NATURALIST, 
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FA A Reply and an Inquiry. 
-In ‘Ligur’ of February: 25th a correspondent, ‘ H.,’ 
ed to your medical readers respecting the employment of 
Soda medicinally. As no other medical man has 
nform your correspondent that hitherto it has 

ice of medicine, at least I never 
used, and can find no one who has. It is 
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employed in commerce, however, and usually, I believe, to 
render fabrics non-inflammable. 

I shall be obliged if any of your readers will kindly inform 
me where I can obtain some ‘ Ladies’ Smock’; I understand 
it has many virtues in treatment of disease, but I have failed 
to procure any. 

J. Stenson HOOKER. 


Battersea Spiritualist Lyceum and Band of Hope.—An 
Appeal. 

Sm,—We are undertaking to raise sufficient money for the 
thorough renovation and repair of our piano, which is so much 
out of order that we fhave been unable to use it for several 
weeks ; and, of course, the absence of music is a great draw- 
back to our work, especially in respect to the calisthenics. The 
estimated cost of repairs is £4 5s., and in order to raise the 
amount necessary we have started a ‘pianofund.’ Thinking 
there may be some friendly readers of ‘Lisat’ willing to assist 
us I venture to appeal to them through you. Donations 
(which will be gratefully received, and duly acknowledged in 
‘Ligut’) may be sent to Mr. J. Adams, vice-president of 
the National Union, 105, Cheapside, E.C.; Mr. Cousins, 
conductor of the Band of Hope, 61, Park-road, Battersea ; 
or to Miss J. Morris, conductor of the Lyceum, 122, Wal- 
worth-road, S.E. J. Morris. 


FAREWELL MEETING TO MR. DAVID DUGUID. 


On Saturday evening last there was a akataa and 
pleasant gathering at Mrs. Watts’, 18, leigh-gardens, to 
„E il i cordially supported by Mr. A. 
Glendinning, and it was an interesting spectacle to see, seated 
together, the three white-haired old veterans, who for nearly 
worthily upheld the banner of 


The Chairman referred to the valuable services so freely and 
rendered by Mr. David Duguid, and then called 


desires to express its hearty appreciation 
mediumship possessed by Mr. David 
Painting and 
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SOCIETY WORK, 


Notices of future events which do not exceed twenty-five words 
may be added to reports if accompanied by siz penny 
stamps, but all such notices which exceed twenty-five 
words must be inserted in our advertising columns, 


Srratrorp.—IpMIsTON-ROAD, FOREST-LANE, E.—On Sun. 
day last Mr. Hough delivered an interesting address, and Mr, 
Wrench gave clairvoyant descriptions. On Sunday next, at 
11.30 a.m., discussion ; at 7 p.m., Mr. Pearson. On Thurs. 
day, at 8 p.m., Mr. Podmore. 

SHEPHERD'S Busu.—73, BECKLOW-ROAD, ASKEW-EOAD, W, 
—QOn Sunday last Mr. Lewis addressed a large and apprecia- 
tive audience. A good after-circle was held. Sunday next, 
at 11.15 a.m., circle; at 7 p.m., Mr. Drake. Thursday, at 
8 p.m., public meeting. April 21st, ‘social’ and dance at 
the Athenwum.—A. PALMER. 

Stoxe Newrnoton.—Goruic HALL, Bovverte-koaD.—On 
Sunday last Mr. Ronald Brailey gave an interesting address on 
‘The Voice of the Father,’ followed by clairvoyant descrip- 
tions of a number of spirit people who were with their friends 
in the audience.. On Sunday next, at 11 a.m., Mr. John 
Lobb, C.C. ; at 7 p.m., Mr. J. L. M. Bain, M.A. 

CAMBERWELL New-xoap.—Sureey Masonic HALL.— 
On Sunday last the morning public circle and the evening 
Service were well attended. Mr. W. E. Long continued the 
series of addresses upon ‘Jesus, Seer and Prophet.’ On 
Sunday, April 2nd, at 6.30 p.m., Rev. F. O. Matthews will 
give an address and clairvoyant descriptions.—J. C. 

Bricutox.—Comrron Hatt, 17, Compron-avenve.—Oo 
Sunday last a delightful time was spent with Mrs. M. H. 
Wallis and her controls, the evening inspirational lecture on 
‘Man a Triune Being—Body, Soul and Spirit,’ being 
particularly fine. On Sunday next Mrs. Curry and Miss 
Maltby will occupy our platform. Hall open for inquirers, 
reading, exchange of books, &c., every Tuesday from 3 to 
5 p.m.—A. C. 

CLAPHAM Institote, GAUDEN-ROAD.—On Sunday last 
Mrs. Checketts gave a fine address on ‘The Foundation of all 
Religions.’ Her helpful advice was much appreciated. A solo 
by Miss Nita Clavering, and a violin solo by Miss L. Hough, 
gave much pleasure. A conversazione on Wednesday, April 
5th. Professor Stuart, palmist, and ‘Stella,’ Indian black 
mirror seeress, will be present. Tickets, 1s. ; refreshments 
free.—H. Y. 

BATTERSEA Parx-noap. - HENLEY-STEEET. — On Sunday 
last, at 7 p.m., Nurse Graham gave clairvoyant descriptions, 
which she continued at the after-circle. The recipients seemed 
well satisfied with the tests she gave. On Saturday last we had a 
pleasant little concert and dance. Our Band of Hope on 
Wednesdays. and the Lyceum on Sundays. are flourishing. 
All this week, at 8 p.m., Nurse Graham. On Sunday next, 
at 7 p.m., Nurse Graham. Those seeking proofs of spirit return 
are welcome.—C. S. H. 

Fotnam.—Cotver Hatt, 25, Fersuvrst-roap, S.W.— 
On Wednesday, March 22nd, Mr. G. H. Bibbings gave a splendid 
address on Aap oka” On Sunday last Mr. E. S.G. 
Mayo spoke on ‘ Story of a Soul,’ which was considered to 
have been one of the best lectures he has delivered at this hall. 

ni at 7 p-m., Mrs. Effie Bathe on ‘What Consti- 
Madame Leslie Dale, R.A.M., will sing two solos. 
April 5th, at 8 p.m., Mr. E. W. Wallis on 


